A 50-year-old man with established AS woke with severe central back pain. On bending, he felt a cracking sensation. He attended the emergency department, where plain radiographs of the thoracic and lumbar spine showed no obvious fracture. MRI of the spine was requested for a later date. Review of the plain films 6 days later identified a step in the thoracolumbar region (Fig. 1A) . The patient had emergency MRI and CT scan of the spine. This showed a three-column fracture at T11/T12 (Fig. 1B) , involving the anterior syndesmophyte, both laminae and T11 spinous process, with anterolisthesis.
